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Today’s donation link is the Black Minds Matter, a charity 

designed to support the mental health of Black British people and 

their families by connecting them with resources. Donate here! 

 

 
 

 

Today, we’re highlighting 

the work of Professor 

Francisca Nneka Okeke 

from the University of 

Nigera, Nsukka. 

Francisca is a physicist 

whose work focusses on 

geophysics, atmospheric 

physics and climate 

variability. Her work aims to 

advance our 

understanding of climate 

change and help pinpoint 

sources of natural disasters 

like tsunamis and 

earthquakes. In 2013, she was 

awarded with the prestigious 

L’O’Real-UNESCO Award for 

Women in Science for her 

work on ion currents in the 

upper atmosphere and their 

relation to climate change. 

As well as having an 

impressive academic career,  

Francisca is a fierce 

advocate for women in 

science. She was the first 

female indigenous 

Professor in Science and 

Engineering at UNN, as 

well as the first female 

Professor of Physics in 

Eastern Nigeria. In 2003, 

she became the first 

female head of 

Department in the 

University, and in 2008, 

the first female Dean of 

the Faculty of Physical 

Sciences. 

During her time as the 

Dean, her priority was to 

employ women who were 

qualified in the Faculty, 

and she more than 

doubled the number of 

female staff in the 

Department. 

In 2015, she was featured 

on CNN’s “African Voices”, 

a clip of which is available 

here. 
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https://www.foundationguide.org/foundations-trust/black-minds-matter-uk/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/black-minds-matter-uk?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=m_pd%2Bshare-sheet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francisca_Nneka_Okeke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francisca_Nneka_Okeke
http://www.unn.edu.ng/internals/staff/viewProfile/NTcw
http://www.unn.edu.ng/internals/staff/viewProfile/NTcw
http://www.unn.edu.ng/internals/staff/viewProfile/NTcw
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/special-themes/science-education/inspiring-youth/inspiring-youth-francisca-nneka-okeke/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/special-themes/science-education/inspiring-youth/inspiring-youth-francisca-nneka-okeke/
https://nsesafoundation.org/stem-wow-nneka/
https://nsesafoundation.org/stem-wow-nneka/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nyfjccy55Ok&t=302s


 

 

EVENTS TODAY 
The Afrikan Origins of the United 

Kingdom  

On October 30th, join Andrew Muhammad as 

he examines the true history and origins of 

the United Kingdom in the context of the 

Black Lives Matter movement. Register here. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact us 
 

To recommend scientists, events, donation links, books and podcasts for 

future editions, please contact the PGR Reps at the emails below: 

Emma Thomas: emt18@leicester.ac.uk    Rosie Tilbrook: rht6@leicester.ac.uk 

Don Bowden: dlb28@leicester.ac.uk 

Special Thanks to Nicolle Finch for her recommendation! 

 

Book for younger readers: 

Counting on Katherine by 

Helaine Becker, which tells 

the story of the African-

American NASA 

mathematician Katherine 

Johnson. Available from the 

Black-owned bookshops 

Afrori Books and Black Star 

Books. 

Book for older readers: I 

Know Why the Caged Bird 

Sings, an autobiography by 

American poet Maya 

Angelou. The book deals 

with the racism and trauma 

Maya faced, whilst also 

celebrating the quest for 

independence and self-

definition. Available from 

the Black-owned bookshops 

Sevenoaks Bookshop and 

Afrori Books. 

Podcast: Black History Buff 

created by Kur Lewis, a 

thrilling journey through time 

covering the full historical 

tapestry of the African 

Diaspora. Available on 

Apple Podcasts and 

Spotify. 

Livestream: SheGamerxo is 

a UK-based member of 

Black Girl Gamers, 

streaming a variety of 

content on a regular 

schedule. Follow her on 

twitch and twitter. 

Today’s key figure from Black British history is Asquith Xavier. Moving to 

England from Dominica after the Second World War as part of the 

Windrush generation, Asquith found work as a porter and then train 

guard at Marylebone Station. In 1966 cuts caused him to attempt a 

transfer to Euston station, which offered better pay, but his application 

was rejected due to an unofficial whites-only recruitment policy. With the 

support of politicians and his union, Asquith successfully campaigned 

against this discrimination and became the first non-white guard to be 

employed at the station, as well as paving the way for a strengthening 

of anti-discrimination legislation in the Race Relations Act of 1968. You 

can find out more about his story here, or watch this short video from ITV 

News  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-kent-54272188 

https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/section/bhm-

firsts/omitted-from-history-asquith-xavier/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r4HzgK0hHKQ&ab_channel=Mark

1333 

https://www.rmt.org.uk/news/plaque-to-remember-asquith-xavier-to-

be-unveiled-at-chatham/ 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS & RESOURCES 
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https://le.ac.uk/black-history-month/events/week-5
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8-AXWJ4TSHqBTVyQw0z89A
mailto:emt18@leicester.ac.uk
mailto:rht6@leicester.ac.uk
mailto:dlb28@leicester.ac.uk
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35795914-counting-on-katherine
https://afroribooks.co.uk/collections/childrens/products/counting-on-katherine-how-katherine-johnson-put-astronauts-on-the-moon-by-helaine-becker
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https://afroribooks.co.uk/products/i-know-why-the-caged-bird-sings-the-international-classic-and-sunday-times-top-ten-bestseller?_pos=1&_sid=db330ad0a&_ss=r
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https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/black-history-buff-podcast/id1412528674
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