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Today’s donation link is Black Girls Hike, a non-profit organisation 

aiming to make the UK countryside more inclusive and provide a 

safe space for Black women to hike. Donate here! 

 

 
 

 

Today, we’re highlighting 

the work of Doctor 

Claudia Joan Alexander 

at the Jet Propulsion 

Laboratory, NASA. 

Claudia is well known for 

her role as project 

manager on the Galileo 

mission to Jupiter and as a 

project scientist on the 

ESA Rosetta mission. 

After studying Earth Science, 

Geophysics and Space 

Physics at UC-Berkeley for her 

bachelor’s and at UCLA for 

her Master’s, Claudia went 

on to study her PhD in 

Atmospheric, Oceanic and 

Space Sciences, specialising 

in space plasmas. 

Claudia joined JPL in 1986 as 

a member of Galileo, where 

she also worked as a science 

coordinator on the 

Cassini mission to Saturn. 

In 1993, the University of 

Michigan named Claudia 

its Woman of the Year 

where, a decade later, 

she also received the 

Emerald Honor for 

Women of Color in 

Research and 

Engineering from the 

Career Communications 

Group. 

In her spare time, Claudia 

has written two books on 

science for children and 

mentored young people, 

especially African 

American girls so they 

could see themselves as 

scientists. She also has 

presented a TED Talk in 

Chicago discussing how 

to engage the youth in 

science education 

through her love of 

streampunk. 
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https://linktr.ee/bgh_uk
https://www.gofundme.com/f/black-girls-hike-healing-retreats?utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=customer&utm_campaign=p_lico+share-sheet
https://www.aps.org/careers/physicists/profiles/calexander.cfm
https://airandspace.si.edu/multimedia-gallery/11520640jpg
https://airandspace.si.edu/multimedia-gallery/11520640jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QcbWvbIQ8oc&ab_channel=euronewsKnowledge
https://www.nasa.gov/image-feature/claudia-alexander-and-her-life-well-lived
https://womeninplanetaryscience.wordpress.com/2011/02/03/claudia-alexander-be-prepared-to-be-flexible-in-your-career/
https://womeninplanetaryscience.wordpress.com/2011/02/03/claudia-alexander-be-prepared-to-be-flexible-in-your-career/
https://news.engin.umich.edu/2015/07/in-memoriam-claudia-alexander/
https://aalbc.com/books/bookinfo.php?isbn13=9781937781224
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pxzkw0EYHIw&ab_channel=TEDxTalks


 

 

EVENTS TODAY 
Contemporary Activism, from 

past to present 

On the 22nd October at 6pm, the Love 

Camden events team present an online 

event discussing how young people can 

become future activists. Tickets here. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact us 
 

To recommend scientists, events, donation links, books and podcasts for 

future editions, please contact the PGR Reps at the emails below: 

Emma Thomas: emt18@leicester.ac.uk    Rosie Tilbrook: rht6@leicester.ac.uk 

Don Bowden: dlb28@leicester.ac.uk 

Special Thanks to Leigh Fletcher for his recommendation! 

 

Book for younger readers:  

I am enough by Grace 

Byers and illustrated by 

Keturah Bolo. A gorgeous, 

lyrical ode to loving who 

you are, respecting and 

being kind to one another. 

Available at the Black-

owned bookshops New 

Beacon Books and Book 

Love. 

Book for older readers: 

How to Argue with a Racist 

by Adam Rutherford. A vital 

manifesto for a 21st century 

understanding of human 

evolution and variation, and 

a powerful resource against 

the misuse of science to 

justify bigotry. Available at 

Book Love and No Ordinary 

Bookshop. 

Podcast: Good Ancestor 

Podcast hosted by Layla F. 

Saad. An interview series 

with change-makers and 

culture-shapers exploring 

what it means to be a 

good ancestor. Available 

on Spotify and Apple 

Podcasts. 

Livestream: Parris Lilly is a 

co-host of Gamertag 

Radio and Twitch partner 

who co-produces bi-

weekly podcasts filled with 

gaming news, reviews and 

exclusive interviews and 

discussions.  

Today’s key figure from Black British history is Claudia Jones. Born in Port 

of Spain, Trinidad in 1915, her parents moved to Harlem, New York when 

Claudia was 9. For over 30 years she was a passionate human and civil 

rights activist, speaking out at the false charges of the Scottsboro boys 

and highlighting injustice as an editor for the Daily Worker and Weekly 

Review.  

In 1955, she was deported to the UK due to “Un-American activities”, 

where she spent the rest of her life working with London’s African-

Caribbean community. She founded and edited The West Indian 

Gazette (WIG), the first commercial Black newspaper in Britain, and 

helped launch the Notting Hill carnival in 1959, as an annual showcase 

of Caribbean talent.  

RECOMMENDATIONS & RESOURCES 
 

Photo credit:  Getty Images 

https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/listings/region/camden/camden-black-history-season-contemporary-activism-from-past-to-present/
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/listings/region/camden/camden-black-history-season-contemporary-activism-from-past-to-present/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/camden-black-history-season-contemporary-activism-from-past-to-present-tickets-122375567617
mailto:emt18@leicester.ac.uk
mailto:rht6@leicester.ac.uk
mailto:dlb28@leicester.ac.uk
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35396839-i-am-enough
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35396839-i-am-enough
https://www.newbeaconbooks.com/58-years/i-am-enough
https://www.newbeaconbooks.com/58-years/i-am-enough
https://www.thisisbooklove.com/product-page/i-am-enough-by-grace-byers
https://www.thisisbooklove.com/product-page/i-am-enough-by-grace-byers
https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/product/How-to-Argue-With-a-Racist-by-Adam-Rutherford-author/9781474611244
https://www.thisisbooklove.com/product-page/how-to-argue-with-a-racist
https://www.noordinarybookshop.co.uk/index.php?option=com_j2store&view=products&task=view&id=555&Itemid=168
https://www.noordinarybookshop.co.uk/index.php?option=com_j2store&view=products&task=view&id=555&Itemid=168
http://laylafsaad.com/good-ancestor-podcast
http://laylafsaad.com/good-ancestor-podcast
https://open.spotify.com/show/6Atahbqw5vurttEHrjR7TR?si=TQshEx-CRbG0s47ApfBh-g
https://podcasts.apple.com/no/podcast/good-ancestor-podcast/id1451091236
https://podcasts.apple.com/no/podcast/good-ancestor-podcast/id1451091236
https://twitter.com/vicious696?lang=en
https://audioboom.com/channel/gamertag-radio
https://audioboom.com/channel/gamertag-radio
https://www.twitch.tv/gamertagradio
https://irr.org.uk/article/claudia-jones-and-the-west-indian-gazette/
https://nakedpolitics.co.uk/2020/08/06/people-we-werent-taught-about-claudia-jones/
https://nakedpolitics.co.uk/2020/08/06/people-we-werent-taught-about-claudia-jones/
https://www.history.com/topics/great-depression/scottsboro-boys
https://www.aaihs.org/claudia-jones-and-the-price-of-anticommunism/
https://uomhistory.com/2019/09/30/the-west-indian-gazette-a-symbiotic-dialogue-between-the-local-and-the-global/
https://uomhistory.com/2019/09/30/the-west-indian-gazette-a-symbiotic-dialogue-between-the-local-and-the-global/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gp4aEkPN9Iw&ab_channel=TheBlackCurriculum

